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	� While it is not necessary for pupils of this age to know or 
understand these arguments, you might help them put 
their own arguments into a philosophical context.

Story writing:ww  After reading stories about the creation of 
the gods, ask pupils to create a new god. What would the 
god’s special qualities and powers be?

•	 Pupils may prefer to draw their gods first and use 
the drawings as a basis for storytelling.

•	 Notice how geographical features such as 
volcanoes and the sea often have stories of gods 
associated with them.

•	 Collaborative story making – in pairs, pupils should 
tell each other stories about the gods they have 
created.

Art history:ww  Many of the Greek myths have been depicted 
in art. The Birth of Aphrodite is the subject of a famous 

painting by Botticelli, although she is known by her 
Roman name, Venus, in the painting. Find out about  
some of these famous paintings:

•	 Giulio Romano, The Gods of Olympus
•	 Francisco de Goya, Saturn (Cronus) Devouring  

his Son
•	 Piero di Cosimo, The Myth of Prometheus
•	 Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Pandora
•	 Peter Paul Rubens, The Rape of Persephone
•	 Jean Restout, Orpheus in the Underworld
•	 William Blake, Cerberus
•	 Hendrick Goltzius, Venus and Adonis
•	 Nicholas Poussin, Echo and Narcissus
•	 Jacopo del Sellaio, The Story of Cupid and Psyche
•	 Titian, Bacchus and Ariadne
•	 Giovanni Battista, Apollo and Daphne
•	 Gillis van Coninxloo, The Judgement of Midas
•	 François Boucher, Pan and Syrinx

T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  T H E  G O D S .




