

















buildings. If appropriate, you might organise a
local street walk to view buildings built in the
classical style.

Use the internet to research examples of British
architecture built in the classical style:
http://www.astoft.co.uk/arch/

Find one image. Copy it into a word document and
label the architectural features.

X The legacy of the Greeks: The Greeks were conquered
by the Romans and their myths became assimilated
into Roman mythology. Greek gods have their Roman
counterpart.

Which of the Roman names are familiar as names of
the planets?
In what other ways did the Greeks have a lasting
impact? Some things to consider:

buildings

democracy

stories

theatre

philosophy

mathematics

This section can be used with QCA unit ‘How do we use
Ancient Greek ideas today?’
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/history/

his15/?view=get

(History, Unit 15)

John Oro’s notes reveal greed bordering on insanity. He
asks Zeus to grant the wish given to Midas — everything he
touches should be turned to gold.

The main text describes the Greek heroes Heracles, Jason
and Theseus.

¥ The Greek heroes: Research and compare the Greek
heroes Perseus, Heracles, Jason and Theseus:

Which gods aid these heroes?
Which gods try to foil their efforts?
What qualities, talents and strengths do the
heroes possess?
What heroic acts do these heroes perform?
In what ways are these heroes’ characters flawed?
How does it all end? Do any of them have a
happy ending?

¥ Heroes: do we need them?
Sculpting: using this drama convention, ask pupils
in small groups to create a sculpture of a hero. One
member of the group volunteers to be the sculpture.
The other members gently manoeuvre him or her
into position, paying particular attention to detail
such as gesture, head tilt, gaze. They should move
the statue rather than give instructions.
When finished, observe the finished statues and
suggest words to describe them. These can be
written on large sheets of paper and placed around
the statues.
From reading the Greek myths, what can we ascertain
about the Ancient Greek concept of heroism?
Ask pupils who they think the heroes of the
modern day are.
What qualities would we associate with a modern-
day hero?
Should we use the word ‘hero’ to apply to both

male and female heroes? Does the word ‘heroine’
imply different qualities?




HERACLES AND THE GREEK HEROES.

SOME OF THE MOST exciting ancient Greek myths tell of the quests and adventures of demigods and
heroes. The borders of this hook have been decorated with friezes illustrating the legends of three of the
most important heroes of legend: Heracles, who had to complete twelve dangerous labours: Jason, who led

the Argonauts in a quest for the Golden Fleece; and Theseus, who sailed to Crete and slew the Minotaur.

JASON AND THE ARGONAUTS.
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Like many Greek heroes, Jason was
a dangerous mission by a king who feared him and
hoped he would not return. He was ordered to fetch
the Golden Fleece from Colchis by King Pelias.
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JASON APPROACHES THE GOLDEN FLEECE
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THE LABOURS OF HERACLES.
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The greatest hero of them all, Heracles was the
enemy of a king named Eurystheus. Hera, who hated
Heracles because he was the son of Zeus by one of

his other wives, had driven Heracles mad so that he
killed his own wife and children without ki nmunP

made him pe

h was to slay

lion 11\..1 had r
a skin that was invulnerable to weapo
unable to kill it with his club and so had to str: m;,l(
it. He skinned the lion using one of its own claws and
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THE TWELVE LABOURS.
1. SLAYING THE NEMEAN LION 2. SLAYING THE LERNAEAN
HYDRA 3. CAPTURING THE CERYNEIAN HIND 4. CAPTURING
THE ERYWANTHIAN BOAR 5. CLEANING THE AUGEAN
STABLES IN ONE DAY 6. SLAYING THE STYMPHALIAN BIRDS
7. CAPTURING THE CRETAN BULL 8. STEALING THE MARES
OF DIOMEDES 9. OBTAINING THE GIRDLE OF HIPPOLYTE
10. STEALING THE COWS OF GERYON 11. STEALING THE
GOLDEN APPLES OF TIIE NESPERIDES 12. CAPTURING CERBERUS

HERACLES FIGHTS THE NEMEAN LION

FIND YOUR WAY TO THE CENTRE OF THE CRETAN LABYRINTH

THESEUS AND THE MINOTAUR.

After King Minos of Crete defeated King Aegeus
of Athens, he demanded that the Athenia nd
seven young men and seven maidens every year to

iced to a savage monster with

a man’s body, ulluhln Minotaur.

cus, volunteered to g go as one of
men and kill the V\Iinut.nn. He told
u his return, he would replace his
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that he had succeeded. The Minotaur lived in a maze

called the Labyrinth, from which no one could escape.
It was
When Theseus arrived in Crete, Minos’s daughter,
Ariadne, fell in love with him and gave him a b

ed by the master inventor Daedalus.

o that he could find his way out of the maze.

Labyrinth, slew the Minotaur and
But on returning to Athens,

s and his father, thinking his
on Imd been killed, threw himself to his death in the

sea, which thereafter become known as the Aegean.
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Do the Greek heroes have anything in common

with comic-book super heroes?

What do the words ‘look for the hero inside

yourself’mean?

Y Labyrinth - a language investigation: Labyrinth’is
just one example of a Greek word that has given rise
to vocabulary in the English language. ‘Labyrinthine
for instance, means a tortuous path - or is used as
a medical term to refer to the inner ear. Ask pupils
to use a dictionary to locate words and phrases that

Jason and the Argonauts.
Ask pupils to think about how they would film this
episode.
After revisiting film conventions (shots, camera

Clash of the Titans: Take one episode from the voyage of

angles etc), draw a storyboard of your chosen
episode.
Present ideas in small groups.

Compare ideas to the film version Clash of the
Titans (make sure you have viewed the film before

have originated from these Greek gods, heroes and

monsters:
Titan (titanic, Titanic)
Atlas (book of maps)
Midas (Midas touch)
Tantalus (tantalise)
Sisyphus (a Sisyphean task)
Pan (panic)
Narcissus (narcissistic)
Marathon (an endurance race)

showing to children in your class).

Rick Riordan, Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief (Puffin)
Alan Gibbons, The Shadow of the Minotaur (Orion)

X Make a labyrinth: Pupils can make their own labyrinths

and then try to solve each other’s puzzles.

From the travel diary we learn that John Oro’s wish has been
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ACHILLES.

THE WAR AGAINST TROY

IN TURKEY LIES THE PLA

THE JUDGEMENT OF PARIS.

granted but, like Midas before him, he is discovering the curse

of having the golden touch.

The main text tells about the Trojan War and the Trojan Horse.

Y War with Troy: The British Museum has an online tour of

resources depicting the Trojan War:
http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/explore/online
tours/greece/the_myth of the trojan war/the myth of
the trojan war.aspx

Cambridge School Classics Project: This excellent
project produced a three-CD retelling of The lliad by
professional storytellers called War with Troy. The CDs are
accompanied by a book of teaching suggestions:
http://www.cambridgescp.com/page.php?p=mas/order
mAintro

§ Obituary: Write an obituary for one of the heroes that
was killed in the Trojan War.
Assemble some obituaries of famous people.

Consider the importance of obituaries as historical
evidence. Obituaries containing information about

who, what, where, when and how are particularly
useful to historians.

Differences of opinion may be expressed in obituaries

by different writers about the same person.

Write an obituary for one of the heroes killed in the

Trojan War:

« Achilles

» Hector

- Patroclus

Alternatively, you might want to do this activity for one of

the heroes in the previous chapter.

Y Adele Geras, Troy (Scholastic)

¥ BBC Website

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/greeks/

X 4 Learning

http://4learning.co.uk/sites/essentials/history/units/
greeks bi.shtml

¥ Mythweb

http://www.mythweb.com/

¥ British Museum

http://www.thebritishmuseum.org/explore/families and

children/online tours/sport_in_ancient_greece/sport_in

ancient greece.aspx
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